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and slow. Before the hour of visit, leeches had been applied to the bell, 

Th° rJTf’ > Pat 'r nt T, thCn ,° rdercd one S™ 1 " of opium every hour 

The next day it was found tliat the symptoms were improved. The patient 
W no/ esrpeneneed the tightest coma, head-ache, or delirium. The same phrn^ 
treatment was pereevered m, the daily dose or opium being gradually diminish' 
ed until the ,th of July, when the convalescence having been completely esU 
bhshed, the remedy was omitted. During tliis time diarrhaa set in for'tlirce 
or four days severely; tins was treated by the application of a few leeches to 
the anus, and the use of anodyne cnemata. 

thPn if'- *?? k ir ! aI ! ? nc hundred an<l fi'c grains of opium, (exclusive of 
t at in the injections,) Without ever experiencing any of the usual effects of 
Uns substance when exhibited in large doses !—Dublin Hospital Report], 

r 29 ' iTCa>td l ' !/ Can >pre*sion .—In one of the late numbers of the 

/cancel Mr. Dr.KMoirr proposes to treat scrofulous ulcerations by the applies 

am? ,°| 1 rC5SU c rC ', I T’ m so , me facts ,hat have fallcn undcr our own observation, 
and the beneficial effects that are said to have been derived from the employ 
tnent of this means in the treatment of cancer by Dr. llecamicr of Paris, m 
we inchncd t0 . th,nk faV o lrah y ° f lhe P lan - Mr - Demon’s method is first to 
reduce the cutaneous inflammation by the free employment of, leeches to the 
part, and the use of purgatives, and then to have recourse to Bavnton’s method 
of treating ulcers of the legs. The ulcerations arc first to be covered bv 
simple dressings, soft compresses placed over these to secure equable pressure 
and the whole bound firmly on by means of adhesive straps, taking care in 
their application to the neck not to pass the straps over the pomum adami 
least the respiratory function might be impeded. V 


OPHTHALMOLOGY. 

30. Cauterization of the Transparent Cornea— M. Sxnnr.8, principal physician 
to the hospital of Uzcs, was the first to observe the influence of cauterization 
or the cornea upon dilated pupil, anil an account of his first trials with the rt- 
™ d * were inserted in the Ephemerides Midicalis de Montpellier for Fcbruarv 
18-r. \\ bust employing as a local application to the eye, an alcoholic extract 
of nux vomica, for the cure of hemeralopia, in a girl ti n years of age M S 
one day observed near the margin of the right cornea, a small ulcer.' To 
promote the cicatrization of this ulcer, he cauterized it with nitrate of silver 
and that same evening the girl was able to sec. On examining her eyes the 
next day, the left eye was found unchanged, but tile pupil of the right eve had 
become contracted, and sensible to the light. Attributing this improremert 
to the cauterization, M. S. made two superficial eschars oil the margin of the 
cornea of the left eye, the pupil suddenly contracted and that very night th- 
patient could sec with this eye. After a month there was a strong' disposition 
t0 ~, re a P SC j ,c “ , Was prevented by a new application of the caustic. 

The second case m which M. S. tried the cauterization, was in a soldier af- 
fccted with hemeralopia. The cauterization was here first made on the scle¬ 
rotica or the right eye near the cornea, but without benefit; it was then tried 
on the cornea, this was followed the next day by a contraction of the pupil 
This success encouraged M. S. to try the effect of the application on the left 
e - ve - Th . c P U P" instantly contracted and became sensible to light. 

The third case was one of dilatation of the cornea, resulting from a fall on 
the right side of the orbit. The inflammation was relieved by leeches, See., 
but vision was much impaired, and two months after the accident, the pu¬ 
pil was irregularly dilated, and the patient’s vision was very obscure. A single 
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““ Pr0dUCe<i ‘ C0mnCti0 " ° f P“P». -d rendered it very sens!- 

nea^^thTc^of^rb^^ouT" t0 ‘TT""" of , he co , 

conviction, that benefit micht*result in tn m CCess ’ he however, expressed his 
This opinion has K to SL’dS^.SSbS? f from «*• 

municated by I)r. Serres of ♦» * , * v tuo cascs re ccnUy com- 

and published in the A vue MtdSale, fo’r Aug^rt, IMo"" ° f Me<licine of Paris . 
befn'tooTuch n^ec^d 1 Sule ttoff? V*'?' cases of mytfrtoA, has 

to sight! Cd '° " ,Cir miif0r,Unf - " ** ProUT^i'/hfir beeni^restored 

a 2?'Tr! dier ’ rccc ' ve d a blow 
deprived of the poweZfdishing aml iram cdiately 
and inflamed: he continued his rmif^ i,J “ hee>e became very painful 
Montpellier. The p.1,^3 \'VZ *** “ « 
at any object in a strone* Iip-hf t!.„ rn i • &Ut * ” e cn< * e *' lv ouredto look 

imperfect ThemSva, !o 5 lc ? W,,h ,c , :ira > ani1 vision was very 

S=£3S«‘Sir 

■hr application of caustic «o the cornea and if TiX conS h' l ° 

finence of the retina, it must be presumed, that the Action of the al l c ‘T 
7 """<!< tl,c «tina. Some’ good had indee.l bce" c he Z” „ " t 5 ''," 

.be cauterization of the cornea augmented the improvement Th ’ 

... treatment may be thus accounfed for: therS, between leoW^Zf 
g n and the cornea offers as available an explanation as that derived fro'inthn 

~he° e^ ,emP ° ral ° r ° r " i,: ‘ r nC " CS " ith "ervous a™°o7 & 

pmed of the sight of both eyes, and was led home. In a few hours the nun'll" 
rf the eye which had been struck was excessively dilated. M L suffered 
mcl, during the night, and in the morning he was bled from the ann The 

Sons'"? 'Vh e CC ,C Y VCrC *PP K ? 1 bel "nd the mastoid processes. Kmolhem 
: aons, foot baths, with mustard clysters and laxative ptisans, were used T 
- .. remedies only diminished the inflammation, it was determined to canter 
~ the cornea, with the view of exciting the sensibility of the iris and retina 
The ms contracted, but vision was not restored. From a second use of th 
caustic, a good dec! of inflammation was produced. The sieht n C 

“"ended, but the patient, being rather impatient, consulted Prof La lles ,« / 

«ho recommended electricity. The pupil very nearly recovered its onlin^ 
dimensions, and there were no traces on the cornea of the cauterization. M L 
43* 
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saw enough to read tolerably well even with the injured eye, but he occasion¬ 
ally saw objects double, or in a reversed position. 

Honor}*.— In this case the cure was incomplete, but still the influence pro¬ 
duced by cauterizing the cornea was evident. It may be presumed, perhaps 
that electricity was here the active agent in the improvement of sight; but m! 
Demoubs, who has often tried it in cases of mydriasis, asserts that the benefit 
which arises from it is but momentary, and that, when he employed it, the 
pupil, in a few minutes was as much dilated as before, and the patient no 
longer able to read. The slowness with which vision was improved in this 
instance, by showing the severity of the injury, proves the power of the remedy. 
It is very clear that we had not here to contend with simple and temporary 
dilatation of the pupil. That the retina must have sustained considerable injury, 
is proved by the imperfect manner in which its functions are still performed! 
The inflammation which succeeds the application of the caustic, is not of fre- 
quent occurrence, and is usually slight, if care be taken that the cornea alone is 
touched, and only upon some points of its circumference. In this case, it was 
necessary that the whole circumference of the cornea should be cauterized, 
and it was therefore unlikely that the conjunctiva should not be affected bv the 
nitrate of silver. 

Case III. An old soldier, of the name of Ilodge, after much fatigue and ex¬ 
posure to severe weather,, was attacked with a sudden dizziness and loss of 
sight of the right eye. Vision was soon restored, but from this time the eye 
grew daily weaker. The slightest cause, .as sneezing, for example, obscured 
his sight. The right eye was principally affected; and, towards dusk in the 
evening, he could with difficulty see his way. The pupil was considerably di¬ 
lated. Such was the state of the man when he was admitted into the hospital. 
On the following day,, without any previous treatment, the cornea was cauter¬ 
ized: slight inflammation followed. The pupil contracted naturally , and, in pro¬ 
portion as the sensibility of the eye diminished, he could distinguish objects 
more clearly, and at a greater distance. As this man now left the hospital 
contrary to the wish of the surgeons, the further progress of his case cannot be 
reported. 

Remarks.-- -This case affords an additional proof of the influence of caustic 
upon the iris, when applied to the cornea. It is necessary to observe, that the 
cornea easily recovers its transparency where it has been cauterized* In none 
of the above cases did there remain the slightest trace of the application of the 
nitrate of silver. 1 his, indeed, is not astonishing, when we remember that this 
caustic will remove spots from the cornea. We lately saw a patient at Pari* 
whom several surgeons of the city had abandoned, the transparency of whose 
cornea was nearly restored by frequent cauterizations, which were directed by 
Professor Lallcmand. 

With respect to the nature of the cases we have detailed, it is evident that 
the third was one of hemeralopia; but the first and second must be considered 
as instances of amaurosis, produced by contusion of the globe of the eye. 

Jl. Case of Fungus ofthe globe of the Eycsuccesfully extirpated . By W. Twix- 
150, Esq. A healthy, but rather slight made Hindoo, about 50 years of age, 
applied at the Eye Infirmary on the 17th February, 1826, having a fungus that 
protruded from between the right eyelids, larger than an egg: it was of a red 
colour, hard, and its surface irregular or granular, like a firm cauliflower, and 
when handled or pressed, there was little bleeding, but always a puriforni dis¬ 
charge. 

The tumour appeared to grow from the whole of the eyeball: it was move¬ 
able, and its base was firmly girt by the eyelids, but not attached to them: in 
fact there was no very strong attachment apparent, except at the lachrymal 
gland It filled the whole front of the orbit, and protruding as above stated, 
was not only a hideous deformity, but was productive of severe pain in the 



